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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


Thoughts on the Jove of God, 


AND MAN’S INGRATITUDE, 





Wherein hast thou loved us ?°°---Mal. i. 2, 


It seems almost unaccountable. that a people, who 
had received so many great and distinguishing blessings 
from the kind kand of the divine Roler should ever: 
have indicated so much ingratitude as is expressed in, 
the question which heads this article. Who can read 
the history of the call of Abraham from his idolatrous 
kindred, the-péculiar manifestations of the Divine favor 
made to him, and continue the bistory concerning his 
decendants until they were brought out of the iron fur- 
nace of Egyptian servitude and bondage, and trace the 
dealings of a kind Providence towards them in the wil- 
derness, and duly notice the accomplishment, of the 
promise made to the patriarchs in putting their posteri- 
ty in possession of the land of Canaan, and also the 
frequent interpositions of the invisible arm in their be- 
half, and not marvel] at the ingratitude too plainly in- 
dicated in the question, ‘* Wherein hast thou Joved us 2” 

Before this people God removed the heathen, and 
put them in peaceable possession of cities which they 
had not built, fields which they had not cultivated, 
vineyards which they had not planted, and wells which 
they had not digged; they were planted in a most 
healthy, fertile country of hills and vallies; they were 
blessed with rains irom heaven and fruitful seasons, 
which filed their hearts with food and gladness; and 
oft times were they miraculously delivered from ene- 
mies vastly more numerous than they, and put in pes- 
session of their wealth. Above all, they were favored 
with a law, given by Jehovah himself, containing the 
perfection of moral rectitude, and accommodated with 
a priesthood and rituals calculated to render their de- 
yotions most interesting and edifying. All these favors 
and many more seemed (o come far short of rendering 
the house of Israel a grateful people. On him who had 
thus blessed them they turned their backs; from his 
covenant and Jaw they madly wandered in pursuit of 
other gods, and offered sacrifices to the idols of the 
Gentiles ; and when by his prophets, the God of their 
fathers called after them in protestations of parental 
love, they had the ingratitude to reply in the question | 
under consideration, ** Wherein hast thou loved us?” 
Rich and increased in the abundance of God’s favor, 
this ungrateful people could lift their eyes towards the 
giver of every good and perfect gift, and charge the 
merciful Father of their spirits, with the ungrateful 
question, * Wherein hast thou loved us?” 

But are we, as it were, astonished at the blindness 
and ingratitude of the fevored people who asked this 
Do we almost feel to resent such unthank- 


question? 
Should we not be reminded of the cautious! 


fulness ? 
question ; **What then? are we better than they ?”? Are 
we Jess blessed of God, or are we more thankful than 
they? How many thoasands of mercies do we receive 
from the kind hand of our beavenly Father, for which 
no sensible returns of gratitude are made. If we are 
caused to suffer the inconveniencies of our own follies, 
if we smart under afflictions brought on us by disobed- 
ience, how prone are we to doubt the divine goodness, 


labors and devotions to reconcile a god of wrath an 





dispair of his love, and casting our bewildered eyes a- 
round on the dark and troublesome waters, fouled by | 
our own incautious feet, murmur the question, | 


* whercin bast thou loved us?” 


Are not the doctrines which are inculeated in our 
sanctuaries indications of ingratitude? Is it not syste- 
matically contended that man, in his natural state, is, 
not the object of the divine love? Is there any thing 
which gives greater offence to thousands of zealous wor- 
shippers, than the testimony that all men are the ob- 
jects of the divine love?» And when by bere and there 
one it is said; ** the Lord is god te all, and his tender 
mercies are over all bis works,” are not these, who 
make the declaration, called the worst of men? And 
is it not asked, wherein God is geod to all? 

Was it not ingratitude to God, for the Israelites to 
offer, in sacrifice to Moloch, the oil, the wine and the 
fine flour with which he had richly blessed them? And 
was it not ingratitude ofa still darker shade for them to 
offer, to this grim idol, the sweet sons and daughters 
which God had given them? But are not our anti- 
christian worshippers guilty of ingratitude which indi- 
cates a more lamentable depravity ? 

If they are told that the temporal blessings, of which 
all are partakers, should be admitted as evidences of 
the love of God, do they not endeavor to dissuade 
from this belief, and contend that the Sovereign of the 
universe bestows these favors on those against whom 
his indignation and wrath will burn forever? If we en- 
joy the abundance of corn, oil and wine, and if our 
land flows with milk ahd honey, all these favors must 
be referred to an idol infinitely more cruel than Mo- 
loch ; and if our Father in heaven has blessed us with 
sons and daughters, who, around our tables, like olive 


NO. 40. 





All this hypocrisy and deceit, all this servile devo- 
tion amounts to nothing but a denial of the love of God 
to man. It is the very spirit of the question ; * Wherein 
hast thou loved us?” 

Not only is false religion a denial of the love of God, 
bot all our sinful actions, all our disobedience to the 
gracious requirements of our Father in heaven is equal- 
ly a denial of his love. If we desire to indulge in what 
God has forbidden, the lavguage of this desire ie, 
“wherein hast thou loved us?” If we desire not te 
perform what God commands; the language of this de- 
sire is, ‘* wherein hast thou loved us?” All our diso- 
bedience is, therefore, ingratitude to our kind and mer- 
ciful Father in heaven, whose requirements are all true 
indieations of his love, from which nothing but a de- 
ceived heart can turn us. 

To cure this ingratitude, let us apply.a due sense of 
the divine goodness. Let us recount the numerous and 
ample blessings with which we are favored of God ; let 
us be honest in carting up the account with ourselves 
how we have improved all his favors; let ue endeavor 
to acquaint our hearts with that grace, which flows like 

a river, through him, who loved us and gave himself for 
us; let us listen to his gracious words of invitation, - 
‘** come unto me all you that labor and are heavy la- 
den, and I will give you rest; take my yoke upon you 
and learn of me, for I am meek and lowly in heart, and 
you shall find rest to your souls; for my yoke is easy * 
and my burden is light.” 


—et : Dae 





plants, are the delight of our eyes and the joy of our 


hearts, we are baunted by the gtim ghost ‘despair to 
the glory 


yield them up victims to endless torments 
of that idol which has obtruded himself into the temple 
of God! If a word is spoken of the riches of divine 
grace, manifested through a Redeemer, and if a ray of 
hope is found to gleam thropgh the dark cloud of error» 
that where sin abounded grace shall much more abound, 
we are immediately told, that the inexorable justice of 
an incensed God must be satisfied in the everlasting 
misery of the transgressor: and the priests of Moloeh, 
in Tophet, would have listened to the calm voice of rea- 
son and expostulation, as soon as our modern levites to 
the persuasive language of forgiveness and love. If we 
add to these reflections the fact, that in most of our 
sanctuaries, the daily sacrifice is offered to a God of 
vindictive vengeance, and that a spirit of indignation 
and wrath is but too manifest in the religious conversa- 
tion and conduct of the thousands who think they have 
an exclusive right to approach the aHar, do we not see 
that the ancient idolatry is now in practice under the 
name of christianity ? 

The whole of false religions is a denial of the love of 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 





Messrs. Editors,—I noticed a piece, in a late number 
of the Boston Recorder, designed to show that Unita- 
rians are Universalists. However true this may be of 
some Unitarians in the other continent, ought we to in- 
fer that all are in this country? Some Trinitarians 
have been Universalists, but this is not the case with all. 
It is pretty evident that Hantington, Winchester, and 
Murray were Trinitarians. The following letter from 
a respectable Unitarian, connected with the Evangeli- 
cal Missionary Society, which is considered Unitarian, 
will tend to show that they do not approve of Univer- 
salism. The Jetter was written to one, who had beea 
employed as a Missionary by that Society, but was in- 
clined to believe that endless sin and misery was not a 
doctrine of the bible. SEEK TRUTH. 





Dear Sir, —Your letter, giving some account of your 
services in behalf of the Massachusetts Evangelical 
Missionary Society, and of your views on certain reli- 


' gious doctrines, was laid before the executive commit- 


tee at their meeting last week. They expressed their 





God, and is al] summed up in this ungrateful question ; 
‘Wherein hast thou loved us?* Consistently with 
this false sentiment, erroneous feligion directs all its, 
d 
indignation ; to humble itself in such a manner as to} 
excite pity in the Deity, and moye him to compassion. | 


It gives its votary no rest, day nor night, because he 
worships a fearful idol to whose vengeance he eontin- 
ually fears he shail suddenly falla prey. He acknowl- 


edges that he would pay his idol none of this servile 
devotion, if his fears did not compel Lim soto do. He’ 
cringes before his Moloch, he cries with almost de*pair- | 
ing horror, yet absurdly hopes that his dispair will enti- 
tle him to favor. He becomes so totally infatuated as 
to te!) his god, that he is willing to be damned for his 
glory; hoping that thie confession will give biw an 
interest in what he calls ** sovereign grace!” 


; 
; 


i 
. 


approbation of your conduct and services as our Mis- 
sionary, and had the satisfaction to learn, that you are 
ceptable to the people in -——. 
I am also authorised to say tu you, that we appreciate 
your sincerity and candor, and are pleased with the 
epirit of your communication, It is not only the right 
but the du/y of every christian Ins(ructer to search fer 
the truth in the word of God. To his own master he 
standetb or falleth. One only is our master, even 
Christ. We wish not to have dominion over the faith 
of our brethren, or dictate what aaan shal) profess cf 
preach, 

The inepired yolame is our only infallible guide.— 
Yet if a way feels bound in conscience to teach opin- 
ious, which we think errone.us; or to insist on certain 
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sentiments as probable from some scripture declarations, , are pronounced * very good 
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One of the company 


2 enh . ral. 
which we interpret differently, or respecting which observed that if this was Irue, men act “—_ pagent 
there is nothing explicit in the bible ; and especially if; To which the other replied, that men ecte " oa 
his iaferences lead people to erroneous views, and serve ural, as to call good evil, and evil good, to put dar 


to weaken the sanctions of God's holy law; we must, | | 
in sug{a case, decline to patronize and employ him, and sweet for bilier. 


though with regref. 


As to the case in view, I may observe, that some heaven, a! 


of the society are probably with Dr. Chauncey in 
their views of this subject of Universal Salvation, and 
would not preach directly aguinst it, or labour to defend 


the dpposite tenet of endless punishment. I say, pro- 


bably : for lean say nomore. And some, | know doubt 
as to the truth even of Chauncey’s plan, and think 


‘for light, and light for darkness, to put bilter for sweel, 
He farther added, that Jesus 


declared little children members of the kingdom of 


become as little children, to enter the kingdom of heav- 
en ; and if they were not naturally good, Jesus would 
never have declared that men must become lke them 
to ‘enjoy the kingdons. To become like them, was 
‘only to be cleansed, and brought to the state they 
| were in when little children; that is, to be cleansed, 


that the subject is to be treated, as it is treated by di- , was to be brought to the state they were in before ‘hey 


vinely inspired writers, and by Christ himself, who in 
Mat. xxv. speaking of the day of judgment, says, these 
shall go away into everlasting punishment, and those to 
life eternal. The words everlasting and eternal are the 
same in the original. Besides we are constantly warn- 
ed of a future judgment, of a day of retribution, when 
the ungodly, the impenitent, the habitually unrighteous 
will be subjected to unspeakable misery ; and for ought 
appears, it is without end. 

No man should preach contrary to his own opinions. 
Nor is he bound to broach his speculations, or some 
sentiments, which he is inclined to adopt, and of which 
he is in doubt, and of which the bible has not explicit'y 
made any declaration. 

In a word the Society are not prepared to employ a 
man who thinks it his duty to propagate the doctrine 
of Universal Salvation, in any shape. Your FRIEND. 


——e 0:0 ae 


AnotherVictim to the Doctrines of Endless Torture ! 


A Mrs. Stevens, of Groton, N. Y. committed suicide 
by hanging herself, on the 15th ult. She had been af- 
fected by religious impressions previous to this time, 


and it #* supposed she was in a state of mental derange- 


ment, which led her to commit the melancholy deed. 
Religious Inquirer. 


wD > - ae 


FOR THE UNIVERSALAST MAGAZINE. 


‘* Ye do err not knowing the scriptures.” 


There are many well meanivg people, who suppose 
they repeat scriplure, when they only repeat what otb- 
ers call scripture. 

Not long ago, in company with several Calvinists ; 
the natural wickedness of mankind was mentioned— 
and one of the company to prove the doctrine, quoted, 
as was supposed, a paseage from Job v. 7,—That “ man 
is prone to evil, as the sparks fly upwards.» Another 
denied the quotation, as the words of scripture. All] 
others of the con.pany agreed, that the bible read $0; 
but when the bible was read, it was found to stanc, 
“Yet man is born unto érouble, as the sparks fly up- 
ward.” ‘This they agreed, was different from what 
they quoted, The objector to their text then stated. 

that he did not believe that men were naturally evil: 
because Paul, in describing some very wicked people. 
said, among other things, that they were ** without nat- 
ural affection ;” and that if to be without natural af. 
fection, was to be wicked, then men were natur- 
ally good. One observed, that no other person would 
have thoeght of making use of that text in such a way. 
The same person then proceeded to state, that Paul 
declared, that ** the Gentiles, which have not the law, 
do by nafure the things contaived in the law, these, 
having not the law, are a law unto themselves, which 
shew the work ef we law written in their hearts??— 
That the whole law is contained in™ this, “* Theu shalt 
love the Lord thy God, with all thy beart,—and thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” All these things 


prove that men are aatyrally good. All God"s. works4 


‘ became unnatural, or without natural affections. 
There is.no unclean thing, that can ever be made 
clean, unless it was originally clean ; for cleansing is 
only removing the filth, that the original purity may 
appear, without spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing.— 
This ended the conversation. APOLLOS, 
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¢ Prove all things ; hold fast that which is good.” 
1 Thes. v. 21. 

This injunction of the great apostle of the Gentiles, 
to his Thessalonian brethren, is ** worthy of all accep- 
tation,’ presenting to our view a specimen of the illus- 
trious character of its author, wherein is demonstrated 
one of the most noble principles which can adorn the 
rational offspring of God the Creator of all things.— 
Here we see portrayed before us a character uniting in 
itself all the qualities of intrinsic worth which we must 
admire, applaud and look upon as a perfect model for 
imitation, if we would be honest and consistent. Our 
apostle here manifests that superior knowledge and un- 
understanding which are truly enobling to human na- 
ture, but more especially toa man in his responsible 
and highly- important station, who professed to be a 
minister of the gospel of Jesus Christ, a watchman upon 
the walls of Zion, and a friend to truth and the welfare 
ef mankind. We was in support of the cause of truth 
und goodness ;—this was the cause into which he bad 
enlisted his brethren whom he wi- at this time ad- 
dressing. 
He breathes the pure and wholesome air of Jiberty, 
fragrant with the spices of love and benevolence; he 
had the opportunity of proving many things, and he 
was confident that he was now supporting the cause of 
truth. This he knew would brighten by comparison 
with other things, and if there was room for any thing 
to be introduced by way of correction or addition, it 
was his desire that his brethren should know what it 
was, and hold it fast ; by so doing he fostered a spirit 
of inquiry, and was determined that his cause should 
stand upon its known merits, contrasted with any thing 
that might appear in opposition to it. In this, hé was 
not deceived ;. that truth which he communicated, has 
and will stand the test of the strictest scrutiny, and the 
more it is examined, the better it is understood, the 
more glorious it will appear. 

St. Paul had now a better ci use to defend than when 
ie was persecuting the church of Christ in that dread- 


ful manner which be once did ; his present cause need- 
ed no such support. 








All was now, on his part, mild- 
hess and patience ; by bringing to view that system of 
divine truth which he was fully able to maintaitf by sol- 
id argument, he could shut the mouths of all the gain- 
sayers without resorting to foul. and desperate meuns. 
This is the uniform characteristic of truth + whilst er- 
ror is every way opposite. 

Let us draw a contrast between the character under 
notice, and that of thove who have laid clain to the 
honor of succeeding hin in the odice of minis | 
gospel, and who boast 
us they pretend, 


ters of the 
£0 tuuch zeal in the same Cause, 





4 
id declared that men must be converted anc | 


> —_—— 

How much resemblance did the Popes of Rome and— 
their holy associates bear o this blessed apostle, when 
they thundered forth their dreadful anathemas against 
Martin Luther, and the first reformers? when they 
hunted for his life merely for having proved that the 
sale of their cursed indulgences was an antichristian 
practice, and for protesting against it, with some other 
of their abominable corruptions? How much like him 
were they, when poor Jerome and Huss were sacrificed 
to this monstrous cruelty? when benishment, imprison- 
ment and every species of persecution was showered 
upon those who indulged themselves in inquiry, and 
strove to hold fast that which they considered good ?— 
How much similarity bc tween them and our dear apos- 
tles, when raéking and torturing the innocent in the 
dreadful dungeons of the detestable Inquisition? How 
much so when kindling the flame at Smithfield, Eng. 
and roasting the poor martyrs in their premature hell ? 
How near like him, when the holy priesthood pro- 
nounced the bible a sealed book from the common peo- 
ple, and declared that if they were to become acquaint- 
ed with its contents, it would subvert ail true holiness 
and overthrow its own sacred truth. How near was 
John Calvin to St. Paul, who having scarcely ceased 
trembling for fear of the Pope, dragged before his tri- 
buual Michael Servetus, a good, honest and useful 
man, tearing him from all he held dear in life, immur 
ing him in prison, and afterwards leading him to the 
faggot-pile and stake. There the fatal blaze is kindled, 
and I shudder to say, he roasts, he groans, he dies !— 
and what for? only for this: he could not cypher like 
his self-righteous tormentor; he could not like him 
make a one three,—three one triune God, both three 
and one at the same time; though he was a briglhit 
scholar, yet he could not learn this kind of arithmetic. 
This was sufficient to condemn him to one of the most 
dreadful, mcst cruel of deaths. Good God! are there 
the tokens of thy implanted holiness in the hearts of 
these torturers? No! Such holy, zealous priests as 
these, who could exult with an uppitying eye over 
poor Huss, Jerome, Servetus, and the fure mentioned 
sufferers, shall not be compared with St. Paul, but with 
the ferocious savages of our wilderness, who when plac- 
ed beside such fiend-like monsters, will appear like 
lambs. 

Again my dear reader,—how much Jike the apostle 
were those people who fed from persecution in Europe, 
and having found an asylnm in this western world, 
could lift up holy hands to bang Quakers, whip, impri- 
son and banish the Baptists? And how near like him 
have been the different denominations, who have per- 
secuted every new association of dissenters, which has 
hitherto arisen? And lastly, how near like him are the 
combined forces of priests, parents, end guordians in 
al] those denominations, in regard to the system of doc- 
trine which hopes for the final reconciliation of all men 
to God through the Mediator? Do they say from their 
pulpits, in the family advice, in public and in private, 
** my brethren, my hearers, my children, my family, 
servants, PROVE adi (hings, and hold fast thal which is 
Goop?”? Do they step forth, aud tolerate free inquiry ? 
No; but how zealous they are to warn al] over whom 
their influence extends, to beware of such delusive her- 
ess! ** Do not for your soul's sake touch one of the 
books,—as you value your precious soul do not Lear 
them preach, do not even converse with them, go not 
into their company, for they are infidel deceivers,— 
they believe the wicked to be as well off as the rightee 
ous, they say, let us do what we may, all is wel, res 
pent or not, do well or ill; they are the enemies of the 
Lord, of all christians, and of all holiness ; if this belief 
should gain ascendancy among us, adicu to all honor 
and honesty, to all holiness, und consequently to all 
happiness,” &c, This, hundreds of ignorant people are 
ade lo believe, as much as if it were a reality, than 
which nothing can be more remote from truth. These 
characters wilf not give those whom they are pleased 





Ythus to Qirrepreseut, the pleasure of mecting them pub- 
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licly, on the merits of their respective opinions ; this. 
they awfully fear,—in fact they fear nothing so mucl: 
as the spread of light. But we may conclude that not- 
withstanding all these futile efforts in support of error. 
its mighty fabrick will eventually tumble to the ground, 
when the main pillar ignorance gives way. Let us 
therefore hope unto the end, prove all things, hold fast 
that which is good. . A. B. 
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Messrs. Editors,—It has been generally understood 
that the Professors in the Theological Institution, at 
Andover, are Calvinists, the distinguishing points of 
whose creed yo well understand. But if that is the 
case, some of them are, of all men the most bypocriti- 
cal. Professor Woods preached a lecture in Portland, 
not long since, in which he taught the Arminian senti- 
ments, in the most clear and decisive manner. His 
method of handling his subject was so familiar, and his 
style so natural and simple, that people of the smallest 
mental cullivation might easily understand him. Un- 
less his sentiments were decidedly Arminian, his sop- 
histry was unbounded. As you are well acquainted 
with the perplexing modifications of their school-diwint- 
ty, | will relate a few points of his discourse, and wait 
for your opinion on the subject. 

Dr. Wood's text was, Mat. xxiii. 37. He argued, 
and | thought justly, that the paternal character of Je- 
sus was set forth in the text. That he was as willing 
and ready to save sinners, as a father was to confer fa- 
vors on his dear children, or to restore them to obed- 
ience when they had disobeyed him. Yea, more; he 
said that the love of Jesus for the human family, sinful 
and wretched as they are, vas/ly excelled the love of 
parents for their own children, both for ardor, constan- 
cy and strength, 

The doctor declared that Jesus was as willing to save 
all sinners, as he was to save Paul and John, or any 
others; and was perfectly sincere in calling on them to 
come unto him and enjoy eternal life ; or the bible was 
a flagrant imposition, and he who made the invitations 
it contains, an arrant impostor. 

With one paragraph Dr. Wood: dashed to the ground, 
the cemmon doctrine of the atonement, in which it is 
represented as a satisfaction to the offended Deity, and 
said, ** It was infinitely dishonorable and injurious to 
the character of the Father to maintain that the Sen 
placated him, or in the least degree, rendered him more 
merciful or benevolent to sinful man, or more forgiving, 
than he was before the atonement was made. [le con- 
tended that the whole’ chenge must be wrought in the 
sinner; and that Ged who is infinilely benevolent, 
could never be made more so—a change in him would 
be for the worse.”’ 

He said, the love of the Son was the love of the Path- 
er, and’ that there were no decrees, or eleclion of some, 
to the exclusion of others, fo prevent the salvation of ail 
sinners. The Father was as willing to save al], as the 
Son, and he was perfectly and fully willing and ready. 

Dr. Woods told us what sinners would say in the 





eternal world, when doomed to endless misery —that 
they would confess with shame aud confusion, fhat the 
fault was wholly their own—that God, and Jesus, and 
the holy Spirit were perfectly willing they should have | 
been saved—that the door of mercy was open, the | 
means of grace used—ministers sent with sincere invi- | 
tations and serious warnings, but that they rejected the 
offers of salvation. He said their misery would princi- 
pally consist in remembering thal they might have been 
saved, but would not, 

Now, Messrs. Editors, if such be the doctrine of Cal- 
vinists, | am grossly mistaken. | bave read Dr. Em- 
mons’ sermons, and understand him to teach, that Ged 
has an elect number whom he is determined to save ; 
and that all who are not chosen for eternal life, will be 
miserable eternally, according to God's e/ernal purpose. 





if Dr. Woods believes as he does, nothing can be more 
apparent than hie intention to deceive. What grater 
insult can be offered to common sense, than for hi to 
pretend that God is perfectly willing to sate those, 
who were from everlasting ordained to endless wrath? 
he Calvinists with whom I] have conversed appear to 
be extremely pleased, that Dr. Woods can preach in 
such a manner as to deceive the most of his audience; 
for they pretend to say that spiritual eyes, can behold 
pure Calvinism in the Universal Benerolence of God. 

1 do not pretend to have quoted Dr. Woods verbatim; 
but | have done no injustice to the sentiments of his 
discourse. You are at liberty, sire, to make such use 
of this as you please, as 1 am fully convinced, you will 
treat the subject with candor and fairness, 

A UNITARIAN. 


Notre. We are so confident of friend UniTaRIAN’s 
ability to make such a use of the foregoing as will be 
profitable to the public, that we wave our right of of- 
fering remarks on it, and respectfully request him to 
give us sueh strictures on the Sermon, and such obser- 
vations on the circumstance, as he may deem pro- 
per. Editors. 
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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


On the Doctrines of Grace. 


Calvinists often speak of the doctrines of grace.— 
Ask them what they are, and yon will be told, 
original sin, or to be born with a corrupt nature, total 
depravity, and eternal misery. If you do not believe 
these doctrines, they will take it upon them to repro- 
bate you as a heretic, and doom you to endless wo.— 
They will not fellowship you as a christian believer in 


|and even the cross, the sacred emblem of the Saviour’s. 


safferings, is borne about with him as an ostentutions 
emblem of his own humility. His own creed is the 
standard of doctrine, his own church the exclusive as- 
sylum of faith. He fancies that he possesses, solus in 
solo, all the orthodoxy, all the erndition, al) the taste of 
the kingdom: and swaggering, like Jupiter on the top 
of Olympus, he seats himself as sole umpire in all mat- 
ters of faith, of fact, of science. If any one dares to 
pass the boundary he has fixed, or to adopt a mode of 
expression he has not authorised, he brands him with 
the appellation of herefic, and instantly hurls at his de-- 
voted head a thunderbolt.” 


From the Columbian Star. 


CHARITY. 
‘* 4 friend should bear a friend's infirmities.” 


There is no virtue, in which men are more deficient, 
than in the exercise of that spirit of charity, ** which 
beareth all things, and hopeth al] things...—Though we 
never should countenance error, yet we ought to view 
and reprove with tenderness, the faults of others. The 
pride of our own hearts, which is ever leading us astray, 
impels us to detect and expose the errors of our neigi.- 
bors, and thus triumph in our fancied superiority. We 
place our own characters as a model, and every differ- 
ence or deficiency receives our condemnation: Un- 
mindful of the endless diversity of characters; the pe- 
culiar constitution of different minds ; and the variety 
of motives whieh govern human actions, we mark out 
one path of thought and action for the whole: an at- 
tempt as absurd and impracticable, as to prescribe one 
orbit for al] the planets which glitter in the firmament. 

Charity: does not require us to excuse thé vices or 
overlook the errors of a friend. One of the best proofs. 








the true gospel. Which shows, that they consider 


of friendship, is that affectionate censorship, which 


these doctrines, an essential part of the gospel. But 1 | watches over the actions of another, marks his errors. 
am not able to discover any grace in these doctrines. |and sedulously labors for their correction. But it in-- 
Is it grace to be born in sin or with a sinfu) nature? Is/structs us to bear, with affectionate sympathy, tho-e 
it grace to be totally wicked? Is it grace to be cast eccentricities of character, those fluctuations of tem- 
into never-ending torment? If these doctrines be grace, | per, and those little excesses, either of gaicty or-depres- 


the Lord deliver me from grace! However, well pleas- 
ed any one may he, that his fellow creatures shall be 
eternally miserable, | should think no man can be well 
pleased with this portion for himself, or any others 
whom he loves as well as himself. OBSERVER, 


Seo 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 





Dr. Nott, in his Miscellaneous Works, 
page 232—says, 

“Under the cover of religion, men, perhaps, more 
frequently indulge the bitterness of passion without | 
compunction, than in any other situation. The wretch, 
who wantonly, and without some ‘salvo to his con- 
science,’ attacks private character, feels self-condemn- 
ed. But the sour sanctiaioneous, grace-hardened bigot, 
embarks all his pride, gratifies ai) his revenge, and emp- 
ties his corroded bosom of its gall, and having done so, 
smoothes over the distorted features of a countengnce, 
on which sits the smile of Judas, and says, and half be- 
lieves, thathe has done God service. 

* The proud, ambitious, arrogant clergyman take+ 
his stand in the church with the same views that the 


proud, arrogant, aud ambitious statesman tokee his in 


the world. 

** Is self aggrandizement the motive of the latter? so 
it is of the former. And this is to be sought in pursnits 
aud studies which ought above all others to sweeten 
the temper and humble the pride of man. But these 
studies and pursuits, where grace is not interposed, do 
notalterhuman nature. The arch casuist soon, indeed, 
acquires a zeal for religion, but it is cruel: he lewrns to 


sion, to which all sre subject. We should advise « 
friend with caution and humility, and reprove him with 
that meekness which would reeult from a conviction 
that we ourselves are fallible, and that we frequently 
require to-day the admonitions which we so freely im-- 
parted yesterday. Another important duty is to guard 

and defend the reputation of a friend, The world are: 
prying and captious, and the shafts of calumny fly toe- 
thickly to miss even the most spotless character. We 

need not point out the numerous occasions which pre- 

sent themselves tosilence the calumnious hint, and rec- 

tify the equivocal remark, As the depository of his senti- 

ments, and the confidant of his secrets, we onght <ver 

to guard the character of a friend; and without excns- 

ing or palliating his errors, we may often throw the: 
mantle of our protection over his foibles. 

Meddling minds sometimes make a captions inquiry,, 
which ** means more than meets the ear;” the ‘hint is 
improved by another; till by constant accession,the tre 
fing inuendo swells into e mountsin, and this avelanche 
of calumny bursts in rain upon the innocent victiai.— 
The timely presence and interposition of a reab frieyd 
would have ea:ily presented the calamity. 


———=s - 


To Readers and Correspondents. 


if * Materialist will define any particular subject, or 
enbjects, which he may suppose to be embraced in the 
passages to which he has referred, his desire shall be 
presented to our readers and correspondents : «net ff 
any pertinent exposition shall be sent, jt shal be puts 
lished. 


Prosperity ic mo just senle: adversity is the,emby biti. 





coutend for the faith; but he coutends with acrimony, 


nce to weigh friends. —l/lutaye. 
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On Carmel’s Brow.. 


A Hebrew Melody, by James Hogg, the Ettrick 


Shepherd. 


On Carmel’s brow the wreathy vine 
Had all its honors shed, 

And o’er the vales of Palestine 
A sickly paleness spread ; 

When the old Seer, by vision Jed, 
And energy sublime, 

Into that shadowy region sped, 
To muse on distant time. 


He saw the valleys far and wide, 
He looked o’er many a mountain’: side, 
But silence reigned alone ; 
Save that a boding voice sung on 
By wave and waterfall, 
As still, in harsh and heavy tone, 
Deep unto deep did call. 


On Kison’s strand and Ephratab 
The hamlets thick did lie ; 

No wayfarer between he saw, 
No Asherite passed by ; 

No maiden at her task did ply, 
Mor sportive child was seen; 

The lonely dog barked wearily 
Where dwellers once had been. 


Uh! beauteous were the places 
On Jordan wont to be, 

And still they glimmered to the breeze, 
Like stars beneath the seal 

But vultures held their jubilee 
Where harp and cymbal rung ; 

And there, as if in mockery, 
The baleful satyr sung. 


But who had seen that Prophet’s eye, 

On Carmel that reclined ! 

It looked not on the times gone by, 
But those that were behind: 

His gray hair streamed upon the wind, 
His hands were raised on high, 

As, mifror’d on his mystic mind, 
Arose futurity. 


He saw the feast in Bozrah spread, 
Prepared in ancient day ; 

Eastward, away the eagle sped, 

- And all the birds of prey. 

** Who's this,”” he cried, ‘* cemes by the way 
Of Edom, all divine, 

Travelling in splendor, whose array 
Is ted, but not with wine? 


* Blest be the Herald of our King, 
That comes to set us free! 

The dwellers of the rock shall sing, 
And utter praise to thee ! 

Tabor and Hermon yet shall see 
Their glories glow again, 

And blossoms spring on field and tree; 
That ever shall remain. 


“ The happy child in dragon’s way 
Shall frolic with delight ; 

The lamb shall round the leopard play, 
And all in love unite; 

The dove on Zion’s bill shall light, 
That all the world must see. 

Lail to the Journeyer, in his migl.t, 
That comes to set us free !” 


— ~~ VF 


HOPE. 
A o’er the ocean’s stormy wave, 
The Beacon’s light appears, 
When yawns the Seaman's watery grave, 
And his lorn bosom cheers, 


Then, tho’ the raging ocean foam, 
His heart shal] dauntless prove, 
To reach secure his cherisi'd home, 

The haven of his love. 


So when the soul is wrapt 1a gloom, 
To worldly grief a prey, 

Thy beams, blest Hope, beyond the tomb, 
IJlume the Pilgrim’s way, 


And point to that serene abode 
Where virtuous faith shall rest ; 

Protected by the sufferer’s God 
And be forever blest. 


Oh still, thro’ sorrow’s rayless night, 
O’ershade my worldly way— 
May pure Religion’s holy light 


Shed on my soul its ray. SYDNEY. 
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To the Editor.—As the testimony of an enemy to 
the truth is of the most unexceptionable kind, and the 
best calculated to produce the highest degree of convic- 
tion to the mind, I here present you with a translation 
of Rousseau’s celebrated paralle] between Socrates and 
our Saviour, hoping that it will find a place in your ex- 
cellent work. Those who are best acquainted with 
the inimitable beauties ef the original, will know how 
to excuse the imperfections of the translation. 
Yours, &c. 

**I confess to you, also, that the majesty of the 
Scriptures astonishes me, the ‘holiness of the Gospel 
touches my heart. Examine the books of philosophers, 
with all their pomp: what are they even when remote- 
ly compared with this! 

“Can a book at once 20 sublime and simple, be the 
work of men? Can he, whose history it records, be 
but a mere man? Does it contain the language ofan en- 
thusiast, or of an ambitiou spartisan? What mildness, 
what purity in his manners; what persuasive grace in 
his instructions ; what elevation in his maxims; what 
profound wisdom in his discourses; what quickness, 
what ingenuity, and what justice, in his answers ; what 
controul over his passions! Where is the man, where 
is the sage, who knows thus to act, to suffer, and to die, 
without weakness and without ostentation ? 

‘© When Plato painted his imaginary just man cover- 

ed with all the disgrace of vice and worthy of the high- 

est reward of virtue, he drew the exact picture of Jesus 

Christ. The resemblance is so striking that the fathers 

perceived it: and indeed it is impossible to mistake it, 

What prejudice, what blindness, is he guilty of, who 
dares to compare the son of Sophroniscus [Socrates] 
with the Son of Mary! What a distance is there be- 
tween them! Socrates, dying without pain, without 
ignominy, easily sustained to the last his character; 
and if this composed death bad not honored his life, 
one would have doubted whether Socrates, with all his 
genius, was amy better than a sophist ‘* He invented 
morals,’ says one. Others had put them in practice 
before him; be did no more than recommend what 
they had executed ; he merely formed precepts drawn 
from their examples, Aristides had been just before 
Socrates had said what justice was: Leonidas had died 
for bis country, before Socrates had made patriotism a 
duty ; Sparta was sober before Socrates had commend- 








ed sobriety ; before he had defined virtue, Greece 








| abounded with virtuons characters. But where did Je- 


' sus obtain his sublime and pure morals, of which be a- 
lone has given us the Iesson and the example? From 
the bosom of the most furious fanaticism the highest 
wisdom made itself heard ; and the simplicity of the 

most heroic virtue honored the vilest of the humam 
| race. 

‘* The death of Socrates, tranquilly moralizing witle 
his friends, is the mildest one could wish ; that of Jesus 
expiring in torments, blasphemed, railed at and exe- 
crated by all ranks, is the most horrible one could con- 
ceive. Socrates, upon receiving the poisoned cup, 
blessed him who presented it, and who wept: Jesus, 
in the midst of agonizing punishment, prayed for his 
blood-thirsty murderers. Yes: if the death of Socra- 
tes be that ofa sage, the life and death of Jesus is that 
of a God. 

“* Do we say that the history ef the Gospel is invent- 
ed toentrap? My friend, it is not thus that men in- 
vent; and the deeds of Socrates, of which no one has 
the least doubt, are less attested than those of Jesus 
Christ. In fact it is merely avoiding the difficulty with- 
out overcoming it: it would be more inconceivable 
that a number of men should have agreed to form tuch 
a book, than that a single man should have furnished 
them with the subject. No Jewish authors had ever 
before discovered either this language or there morals : 
and the Gospel] has such great, striking, and perfectly 
inimitable marks of truth, that the inventor would be 
a much greater man than the hero.”’ 

Rousseau’s Emilius. 


\ 








General Convention. 


The General Convention of Universalists will be 
holden at Warner, N. H. on the third Wednesday and 
Thursday of September next. 


The Rev. Mr. Pickertne, of Hud-on, is expected 
to preach in the Court-House, in this villoge, on Tues- 
day and Wednesday evenings of next week. 
Crafisman. 





Kingston, N. Y. Aug. 21, 1822. 








MARRIED, 
In this City.—On Sunday morning last, by the Rev. 


Mr. Wayland, Mr. Ephraim P. Rich, of Bucksport, to 
Miss Elizabeth Barber. 


On Sunday evening, Mr. Samue] Davenport Vose to 
Mies Abigail Emery Nickels. 


On Sunday ,evening, at the Catholic Church, by the 


Rev. Mr. Taylor, Mr. Paul Anthony Lewis Ostinelli to 
Miss Sophia Henrietta Emma Hewitt. 


By the Rev. Dr. Baldwin, Mr. Elias Payne to Miss 


Bethany Payne Pratt. 


By the Rev. Mr. Pierpont, Mr. William Loring to 


Miss Cybil Goodrich. 


By the Rev. Mr. Parkman, Mr. William W. Coles- 


worthy to Miss Ann Maria Bucknam. 


In Charlestown.—On Sunday Evening, by the Rev. 
Mr. Turner, Mr. Thomas G. Fox, of Cambridgeport, 
to Miss Eliza, daughter of Capt. Andrew Roulstone. 

In Roxbury.—On Sunday evening, by the Rev. Mr. 
Gray, Mr. William Williams to Mrs. Elizabeth Weld. 


oe 


—_—_———— 


DIED, 


In this Cily.—Widow Lydia King, aged 77. John, 
son of the Jate Mr. James Furneaux. 


Almira, daughter of James Nutting, aged 12 years. — 


Charlotte Luce, only daughter of Capt. Constance 
Chase, aged 11 mo. 


On Monday, Charles Henry, son of Mr. Ebenezer 
Somerby, 4 years and 8 mo. 


On Monday morning, Susan Dwight, daughter of Mr. 
Ebenezer Nickerson, 5 years. 


In Havanna.—Mr. Harley Hosford, of this city, aged 
32 years. Mr. Hosford was a Grm believer in ‘ the 
Word of Truth, the Gospel of our Salvation.» Fipd- 
ing himself assailed by a fatal disease, (Yellow Fever,) 
he arranged bis temporal concerns. with the greatest 
composure, and departed, after an illness of two days, 
to the mansions prepared for him by his Father and bis 
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